
EDITOR’S NOTE 

 
Over the past one year, the Tourism Educators Association of Malaysia (TEAM) Journal of 

Hospitality and Tourism has succeeded in getting the journal indexed in MyJurnal, a Malaysian online 
journal management system founded by Malaysian Citation Centre, Ministry of Higher Education. In 
addition, the journal is also currently indexed in CIRET, the Centre for Research and Study on Tourism 
and CABI. In its tenth anniversary, the journal is now aiming to establish its stance as one of the 
indicative hospitality and tourism journals in the Asia Pacific region. This issue (Volume 10, Issue 1) 
contains a total of six papers, one industry analysis and two book reviews. 

 Elise Mognard precedes with a study to understand the relation between humans and animals 

in food tourism in her analysis of foie gras. The study is focussed in questioning how the link between 
the eater and animal is influenced by tourism experiences in rural territories.  

 Following this, two other papers focus on rural tourism. Tay Kai Xin and Jennifer Kim 

Lian Chan’s exploratory study investigate tour operators’ motivation and views on responsible rural 
tourism development in Sabah, Malaysia. Using the push and pull theory, the study presents the 

initiatives of these tour operators as well as identifies the challenges and barriers. Subsequently, Fadina 

Othman, Ferdhaus Sazali and Badaruddin Mohamed’s study examines the prospects for 
homestays as a social economic enterprise for rural and community based tourism development in 
Kedah, Malaysia. The study attempts to confirm the role of socioeconomic enterprises to fulfill 
multiple areas of need within rural communities as well as contribute towards the economy and socio-
cultural goals. 

 Rosamarin Arunothaipipat and Pearl Yueh-Hsiu, Lin investigate the barriers to 
implementing the Green Leaf Certification of small and medium sized hotels (SMH) in Thailand. Some 
of the barriers that have emerged from the study include the high standards of certification, criteria 
that hinder service operations, and the lack of empirical evidence on the competitive gain that SMH 
gain by going green. 

 Sharareh Khosravi and Badaruddin Mohamed debate on measuring community capacity 
in tourism sector. Their study offers a framework for measuring community capacity building based 
on seven capital assets that could deliver significant benefit and opportunities in employment, finance, 

natural and cultural protection. Next, the study by Jellialive Ami and Amran Hamzah calls for the 
incorporation of sacred places and traditional values in the management of protected areas for 
conservation and ecotourism. 

 For this issue, the industry analysis by Geoffery Lipman provides an insight on whether the 
world should move towards sustainable “travelism” and be focussed on visitor impacts as well as the 
economy. For generations to come, industry sustainability (environmental, social economic and climate) 
will be the core of operational strategy.  

 Volume 10 concludes with two critical book reviews, one on the 2011 book Tourist Behavior 

and the Contemporary World by Yang Chiao Ling and the second by Sunita Devi Appukuttan of 

the 2010 book Ecological Intelligence: The Coming Age of Radical Transparency. 
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